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idle people, who, being anxious to live well and do nothing,
put on the sacred dress for a certain time, until, tired of
the duties and obligations of their new profession, they
retire and betake themselves anew to a secular life. This
practice, as far as my observation goes, is pretty general,
if not almost universal. There are, however, a few excep-
tions. Though labouring under many serious disadvan-
tages, the society continues to subsist with all its exterior
characteristics; the various steps of its hierarchy are as
well marked and defined now as they were before under
more favourable circumstances. Its framework remains
entire, but the materials composing it are somewhat im-
perfect and unsound.

There is in that religious body a latent principle of
vitality, that keeps it up and communicates to it an
amount of strength and energy that have hitherto main-
tained it in the midst of wars, revolutions, and political
convulsions of all descriptions. Whether supported or
not by the ruling power, it has remained always firm and
unchanged. It is impossible to account satisfactorily for
such a phenomenon, unless we find a clear and evident
cause of such an extraordinary vitality; a cause indepen-
dent of ordinary occurrences, time, and circumstances; a
cause deeply rooted in the very soul of the populations,
that exhibit before the observer this great and striking
religious feature. That cause appears to be the strong
religious sentiment, the firm faith that pervades the
masses of Buddhists. The laity admire and venerate the
religious, and voluntarily and cheerfully contribute to
their maintenance and welfare. From its ranks the reli-
gious body is constantly recruited. There is scarcely a
man that has not been a member of the fraternity for a
certain period of time.

Surely such a general and continued impulse could not
last long, unless it were maintained by a powerful reli-
gious conviction. The members of the order preserve, at
least exteriorly, the decorum of their profession. The